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formidable of these impure groups in central India is that of the Meenas, who are famous robbers and caterans; and an opportunity has been taken of examining it closely. This name represents four great sections  of  one tribe, which inhabit four different and distant tracts, and are evidently fast separating off into alien clans by reason of distinct habitation.   Each section is of course distributed off into manifold circles of affinity, and these circles being in various phases of growth and consistency, can mostly be traced back by the clue of their names  or other characteristics to their real distinction of origin.    In one section alone there are said to be 146 gdts or different stock families, of whom some claim descent from a cross between   Meenas   and Brahmans,   others for the   most part from a cross with pure Eajpiits.     Some of them preserve the name of the higher clan or caste from which the founder of the circle emigrated and joined the Meenas, some names denote only the founder's original habitation, while other circles bear the names of notorious ancestors. "We can perceive plainly that the whole tribe is nothing else but a cave of Adullam which has stood open for centuries, and has sheltered generation  after generation of adventurers, outlaws, outcasts, and refugees generally. It is well known from history, and on a small scale from experience of the present day, how famines, wide desolating invasions, pestilences, and all great social catastrophes, shatter to pieces the framework of Oriental societies, and disperse the fragments abroad like seeds,  to  take root elsewhere.    Not only have these robber tribes received bands of recruits during such periods of confusion,  so common in Indian history, but there goes on a steady